A  CROWN   COUNCIL
with his allies, his threat a partial success with his enemies. -Paris, Petersburg, and Berlin feel uncertain enough to call a halt; Vienna, however, in her inconceivable frivolity, remains resolute to cash the German blank cheque in full.
Berlin is feeling less cheerful to-day; she sees that things are growing grave; Russia is mobilising. Perplexity, blind to its own faults of omission, turns into wrath and is directed against Vienna.
The most alarmed of all is the Kaiser. Had he not come into line, and thus vetoed any possible consequences of his earlier attitude ? When he reads in a ref>;prt of the heavy responsibilities with which Austria has burdened herself, he writes in the margin: "That is what worried me after reading the Serbian reply" The report contains the opinion that "The 'Kaiser will give his ally Austria the good advice not to overdraw the bow" He writes besides the words: "These are phrases to throw the responsibility on me. I refuse it!" And to the advice to submit the contested points to The Hague Court of Arbitration he writes merely: "Rubbish!" He has been of the same opinion on that question for seven years.
In the evening he holds a Crown Council in Potsdam. Ministers and Generals sit at the table; a decision is taken to mobilise in the event of general mobilisation in Russia, but it is not made public. The Tsar's hint about The Hague is ignored, for his own mobilisation had practically cut off this way of escape. But what is to be done with England? Patience. On this evening Bethmann will achieve his masterpiece.
The same night there arrives from London the unambiguous warning which Berlin had refused to believe when it came through its own Ambassador. Panic, terror I True, after alll What's to be done? Draw back? Let the Kaiser wire with all speed to the Tsar! In the after-USland, two tables with papers, a few war-pictures, leather chairs—
